Page 2

[image: image1.jpg]



Evangelical Christian Fellowship

Statement of Faith

and

Basic Principles and Definitions

STATEMENT OF FAITH

WE BELIEVE in the Divinely inspired, inerrant and infallible Word of God, and that it is the final authority regarding all aspects of Christian belief and behaviour.

[2 Tim 3:16]  16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
[2 Peter 1:20-21]  20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21 for prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
[2 Peter 1:3]  3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.
WE BELIEVE that there is one eternal God who exists equally in three persons:  The Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit.

[Mat 28:19]  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
[2 Co 13:14]  14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
WE BELIEVE in the literal six day account of the creation of the universe, and that the creation of man lies in the special and immediate acts of God, and not from previously existing forms of life.

[Ge 1:1]  1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

[Ge 1:26-27] 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

Ge 2:7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

Ex 20:11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
WE BELIEVE in the eternal Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God.  We believe He was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, and lived on this earth as a perfect, sinless man and that He was raised from the dead and ascended to heaven to be at the right hand of God the Father.  He was God manifest in human flesh.

[Matt 1:21&23]  21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."
23 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"- which means, "God with us."

[Jn 1:1-3, 14]  1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

[1 Jn 5:20]  20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true-- even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
[1Th 4:14]  14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

WE BELIEVE in the person of the Holy Spirit who was sent into the world subsequent to the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe that the Holy Spirit convinces people of their sins and the need for forgiveness and repentance, and that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer from the moment of conversion, giving power, guidance and instruction for life, and that He progressively brings believers closer to Christ.

[John 14:16-17]  16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever- 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
[John 16:7-11]  7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10 in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

[Acts 1:8]  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
[Gal 5:22-26]  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
WE BELIEVE that all men have a sinful nature, and are sinners in the sight of God, and therefore fall short of God’s standards.   We believe that all men and woman must acknowledge and repent of their sins to receive redemption through the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.  We believe that we are justified by the grace of God through faith alone, and not by any good works or deeds.

[Romans 5:12]  12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.
[Romans 3:23]  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
[Eph :1] 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,

[Acts 4:12]  12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.
[John 14:6]  6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
[Eph 1:7]  7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace
[Romans 5:1]  1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
WE BELIEVE that the Church of God consists of true believers who have been regenerated into new life by the Holy Spirit and who form the body of the Lord Jesus Christ who is the Head of the Church.
[Matt 16:16-18]  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
[Jn 6:63] 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.
[Eph 1:22-23]  22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

WE BELIEVE that it is the responsibility and function of the Church to evangelise by preaching the gospel of redemption through the Lord Jesus Christ, and discipling new believers. 
[Mark 16:15-16]  15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.
[Matt 28:18-20]  18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

WE BELIEVE in baptism by emersion for all true believers as a public testimony of their obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe in the keeping of the Lord’s Supper (Communion) to remember Him according to the command He has given.
[Acts 2:41]  41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

[Acts 8:12]  12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

[Luke 22:14-20]  14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of God." 

 17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." 

 19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

 20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

[1 Cor 11:23-26]  23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
WE BELIEVE in the reality and the personality of the Adversary who is also known as the Devil or Satan.
[1 Peter 5:8]  8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

[Rev 20:2]  2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.

WE BELIEVE in the eternal security of all true believers who are kept by the power of God.
[John 10:27-30]   27 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one."
[1 Peter 1:3-5]  3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
WE BELIVE in the personal, soon, and pre-millennial coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to the air to rapture the church. We believe in the revelation of Jesus Christ in Glory at His Second Advent to the earth to establish His kingdom on earth and to reign in righteousness 

[1Co 15:51-52] 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 52 For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

[1 Thess 4:16-17]. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

[Mt 25:31] 31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.

[Rev 20:4] 4…They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
WE BELIEVE in the bodily resurrection of all people, the saved to eternal life, and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting punishment. 

[Mt 25:46] 46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

[Jn 5:24] 24 "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

[2Co 5:8] 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.

[2Th 1:9] 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power
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BASIC PRINCIPLES AND DEFINITIONS.
INTRODUCTION.
These notes have been drawn up so that the beliefs and practices of a fellowship of Christians known as Evangelical Christian Fellowship can be made known to all who are part of the Fellowship, and to those wishing to become part of the Fellowship. The notes are prepared in a simplified form for the purpose of clarity and so that all the believers in fellowship may be aware of the privileges and responsibilities attached to being part of this fellowship.

This fellowship was started by a group of believers who saw a need for a non-charismatic, evangelical fellowship in their area, a fellowship that desires to be Biblical in what it believes, and contemporary in how it practices its beliefs in a modern society, without compromising the truth of God’s Word.

The founder group of believers have their origins in The Christian Brethren, an association of autonomous assemblies known throughout the world, having certain historical distinctives which are based on the Word of God. We have a sincere desire to base our beliefs and practices on a literal understanding of God’s Word as handed down to us through preceding generations of dedicated believers, and to build on our rich spiritual heritage as we intend to make the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ relevant to the society of which we form part.
It is not possible to provide answers to all the questions involving a local Church in these notes, but we trust that this is helpful in giving a general overview of who we are at Evangelical Christian Fellowship.

INDEX:

1.
THE CHURCH.
2.
CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH.
3.
CHURCH GOVERNMENT.
4.
MEMBERSHIP - BEING IN FELLOWSHIP.
5.
ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH.
6.
OBJECTIVES OF THE FELLOWSHIP.
7.
MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MEETINGS OF ECF.
8.
FINANCES.
9.
COVENANT OF COMMITMENT

1.
THE CHURCH.
The Church in the New Testament presents itself in two forms.

Firstly, it is referred to as the Body of Christ and is comprised of all who have received the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. They are referred to as being ‘in Christ’ having been baptized into His Body by the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of this body, also known as the universal Church, and He directs its activities on earth.  

[Eph1:22-23] 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23  which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

[1 Cor 12:13] 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

[Eph 2:4-6] 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,

Secondly, there is the local expression of the Church in a particular area. Each local Church is composed of believers who meet together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. They meet as a testimony to the Headship of Christ and for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, for worship, prayer, instruction (teaching), fellowship and evangelism. A further function of the local Church lies in meeting practical needs amongst it’s members and in the local community.
[Col 1:18]  18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

[1 Cor 11:23]  23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,

[John 4:23-24]  23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."

[Acts 2:42]  42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

[2 Tim 4:2]  2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.

[Mat 28:19]  19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

[2 Cor 9:9]   9  As it is written:  "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; His righteousness endures forever."     (Psalm 112:9)
The original word for ‘Church’ in the New Testament can be accurately translated as ‘Assembly’. The word ‘Church’ is generally associated with a building or an organization, but in these notes it will be used to describe a body of believers or a fellowship of believers.

2. CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH.
As Christ is the Head of the universal Church, so He is the Head of the local New Testament Church. In His Word He has given us all the doctrines to be taught and the principles to be followed by an assembly of believers

By definition, an assembly is made up of a group of individuals summoned together by a convenor. A Christian assembly is a group of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, called together by Christ Himself. He is both the convenor and the leader of such a group and He establishes by His Word the purposes and goals for His people. We, therefore, acknowledge no other headship than that of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and seek no other purpose than to glorify His Name in what we practice.

[Col 1:18]  18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

3. CHURCH GOVERNMENT.
Since we acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as Head of the Church, no individual is recognized as leader. However, the Lord has designated two forms of leadership in the assembly i.e. Elders and Deacons. Elders guide the spiritual affairs of the assembly as shepherds under the headship of Christ, the Great Shepherd, whereas deacons serve in administrative, financial and practical matters.
a) ELDERS.
The New Testament Church is guided and directed by a group of Elders appointed and equipped by the Holy Spirit. Reference to them in Scripture is always in the plural, indicating that no single person is leading. These men are directly responsible to the Lord for how they conduct themselves, and for those in their care. The Bible refers to them as ‘overseers, shepherds, and elders’. Words used to describe their activities are shepherding, watching, governing, steering, leading, teaching and stewarding.
[1 Tim 3:1-7]  (New Living Translation) 
1 This is a trustworthy saying: “If someone aspires to be an elder, he desires an honourable position.” 2 So an elder must be a man whose life is above reproach. He must be faithful to his wife. He must exercise self-control, live wisely, and have a good reputation. He must enjoy having guests in his home, and he must be able to teach. 3 He must not be a heavy drinker or be violent. He must be gentle, not quarrelsome, and not love money. 4 He must manage his own family well, having children who respect and obey him. 5 For if a man cannot manage his own household, how can he take care of God’s church? 6 An elder must not be a new believer, because he might become proud, and the devil would cause him to fall. 7 Also, people outside the church must speak well of him so that he will not be disgraced and fall into the devil’s trap.

[Titus1:5-9]  5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7 Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless - not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.
The Elders are recognized by the believers in fellowship because they have the requisite qualifications and because they are doing the work of on elder. Those in fellowship are called upon to ‘know them, honour them, trust them, obey them, pray for them and greet them’. The Elders, therefore, have the general oversight and responsibility for all the activities of this fellowship. 

[1 Thes 5:12-13]  12 Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other.

b) DEACONS.
The definition of a deacon is one of spiritual men who, in conjunction with the elders, act in a serving and administrative role and therefore look after practical and financial matters and play an important role in the physical and practical needs of the believers in fellowship. The first deacons in the early Church were appointed to feed the needy widows in their congregation. 
[1 Tim3:8-13]  8 Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. 11 In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 

12 A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well. 13 Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.

[Acts 6:1-6]  The Choosing of the Seven 

1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

4. MEMBERSHIP – BEING IN FELLOWSHIP.
All those who have been born again through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ have been received by the Lord into the universal Church, and therefore all such can and should become members of a local Church. Membership is frequently referred to as ‘being in fellowship’, this expression indicating a more meaningful relationship among Christians than just having one’s name on a membership role. By using the term ‘in fellowship’ we focus on our harmonious interdependence, our relationship with one another and an environment that allows for growth and development.

The Word of God places certain restrictions on those who are in fellowship in an assembly of Christians, since they represent the Body of Christ and are to take this very seriously. Any person who lives an immoral life or who believes and propagates wrong doctrine, or who acts in a way that brings division, is not to be part of a Church fellowship. 
[1 Cor 5:11-13]  11 But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.  12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."

[Rom 16:17]  17 I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.

[2 John 1:7-10]  7 Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. 9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your house or welcome him.

It is expected that those attending on a regular basis will follow these guideline. The New Testament ‘model’ for local churches was for the apostles to gather Christians together under the leadership of Elders so that they could be taught, encouraged and grow together in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. They worshipped and served together as a living organism. 

[Acts 2:42]  42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

[Titus1:5-9]  5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed you. 6 An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7 Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he must be blameless - not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9 He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.

[Heb 13:7]  7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.

[Heb 13:17]  17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.

Christians are all given ‘spiritual gifts’ that are to be used for the good of the Body of Christ, There are many different gifts i.e. teaching and serving. All believers are encouraged to use their gifts in serving the Lord and His Body, the Church. 

[1Pe 4:10]  10 one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
The help of the elders should be obtained by some who may have difficulty in identifying their particular gift(s).

Those in fellowship are charged with the responsibility of loving, caring and praying for each other. Furthermore we must help and support each other and even admonish each other when necessary. We are to be careful not to offend and if we do, to be quick to correct the matter with a request for forgiveness. All this follows from loving one another as God in Christ loves all His people.  Any believer in the Lord Jesus Christ may express the desire to come into fellowship and may express this to one of the Elders. 

[Romans 14:1-12]   1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. 2 One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to judge someone else's servant? 
To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
5 One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. 11 It is written: " As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God." 
12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

[1 Cor 10:29]  29 the other man's conscience, I mean, not yours. For why should my freedom be judged by another's conscience?
[Col 1:28]  28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.

[1 Thes 3:12]  12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.

[1 Peter 1:22]  22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.

The Scriptures instruct us ‘let us not give up meeting together’ and therefore it is the responsibility of each one who is in fellowship to attend and support the meetings of the local Church. Each one is an important part of the Body and is therefore missed when absent. The early Church met for Breaking of Bread (The Lord’s Supper), fellowship, prayer and ministry of the Word of God. 

[Acts 2:42]  42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

[Hebrews 10:25]  25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

[1 Cor 12:27]  27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

All in fellowship are called upon to be good stewards (managers) of their resources, including their finances. All we have is the Lord’s and is given to us by His grace. Therefore it is our responsibility to give willingly to the Lord of whatever we have and therefore a weekly offering is taken up for the needs of the fellowship and the support of the Lord’s work elsewhere.

[1 Cor 16:1-2]  1 Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.

[2 Cor 9:11-12]  11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.

5.
ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH.
There are two ordinances (ordinance authoritative direction) given by the Lord Jesus Christ for His followers to practice. These are Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
a) BAPTISM.
Both by commandment of the Lord and the example of the early Church, those who received Christ were baptized (immersed) in water. Baptism symbolically represents the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord. 

As His followers we identify with Him in His death, burial and resurrection by being placed under the water (representing His burial) and then being raised up out of the water (representing His resurrection). Since we are obeying our Lord’s command and accepting His instruction, this is an act of good conscience before Him and a way of making a clear statement of obedience to His command. 

[Mat 28:19]  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

[Col 2:12]  12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.

There is a deeper meaning to our baptism in that we are declaring that we died with Christ, and are then dead to self. We are ‘buried’ with Him by baptism, and when raised from the water, we declare that we are united with Him in His resurrection to live a new life of victory over sin through Christ. We offer ourselves continually to Him to be used as instruments of righteousness. 

[Rom 6:13-14]  13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

b) THE LORD’S SUPPER.
This is also referred to as ‘Breaking of Bread’ or ‘Communion’. The Lord Jesus Christ is the host and He invites all His people to attend, making it an honour and privilege to participate. The purpose is to remember Him and He instructed us to do it often. In Acts we then see believers meeting on the first day of the week to break bread. The bread represents His body broken on the cross at Calvary and the wine represents His blood shed for the forgiveness of sins. The blood also reminds us of the New Covenant made by God with all those who believe and repent.

All who participate are instructed to examine themselves before doing so and to confess their sins in order to be right before God. They are also told to put things right with people before coming to the table so as not to bring divine judgement upon themselves, by taking part unworthily.  

​[Luke 22:19-20]  19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."  20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.

[1 Cor 11:23-34]  23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. 32 When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world. 

33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for each other. 34 If anyone is hungry, he should eat at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment. And when I come I will give further directions.

 [Acts 20:7]  7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight.

[Mat 5:23-24]  23 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

6. OBJECTIVES OF THE FELLOWSHIP.
This is a summary of the purposes for which believers meet together and are known as Evangelical Christian Fellowship.
a) To maintain the testimony that Christ is the Head of the church and the unity of His Body. 
[Col 1:18] 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

[Eph 4:3-6]  3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit-just as you were called to one hope when you were called 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

b) To celebrate the Lord’s Supper often.
[Luke 22:19] 19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."

[Acts 20:7]  7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight.

c) For prayer.
[1 Thess 5:17]  17 Pray continuously. 
[1 Tim 2:1]  1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone

d) For evangelism.
[Mat 28:19]  19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

[Rom 10:13-15]  13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"

e) For the preaching and teaching of the Word of God.
[2 Tim 4:2]  2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.
[1Ti 5:17] 17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.

f) To receive mutual benefit from the exercising of the spiritual gifts of all the believers in the Fellowship.
[Eph 4:11-13]  11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

[1 Cor 12:7]  7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

It must be noted that each member of the body (fellowship) has a personal responsibility to the rest of the body, to effectively contribute to each of these objectives, so that we can function as a local expression of His Body, and be pleasing to Him.

7.
MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MEETINGS OF ECF.
[Gal 3:26-28]   26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

The Bible declares in Galatians 3:26-28 that there are no ethnic, social or gender differences in being members of Christ’s Body, the Church. Men and women are created by God as equal partners, but with differing roles and gifts relating directly to the biblical character of the family and the 
Patriarchal (Fatherly) character of God Himself. 
Yet, the Bible shows that there are gender differences when it comes to taking certain responsibilities in the Church. When it comes to teaching in the church, gifted men have a particular responsibility and are called upon to take the lead and to exercise their gift of teaching, whereas the women are not to teach a mixed congregation of men and women in the church services. There are, however, many opportunities for women to serve in the church such as informal teaching not in the church services (e.g. Aquilla and Priscilla taught Apollos), teaching women and children, biblical counselling, giving testimonies in church, serving ministries, evangelistic ministries etc.
[1Tim 2:8-14] 8 I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing. 

9 I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 
11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve.   14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.
In 1 Cor 11 we read about the Headship of Christ. This implies that both men and women must be in submission to Christ, expressing this in their behaviour and attitude in the fellowship and elsewhere. There are differing viewpoints in evangelical Christendom on the practical expression of submission, one of these being the use of a head covering by women. In this fellowship we leave it to the individual’s convictions and discretion.

[1 Cor 11:1-16]  1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.

2 I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the teachings,[a] just as I passed them on to you. 

3 Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonours his head. 
5 And every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonours her head—it is just as though her head were shaved. 6 If a woman does not cover her head, she should have her hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut or shaved off, she should cover her head. 7 A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man. 8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; 9 neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. 10 For this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head. 

11 In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God. 13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14 Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 15 but that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. 16 If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we have no other practice-nor do the churches of God.
8.
FINANCES.
A collection by means of the passing of a bag is taken up weekly on a Sunday. The funds received are used for the practical needs of the fellowship and also to support full-time workers who are serving the Lord in various functions.

It is the responsibility of all believers to contribute in this manner but it must be stressed that no obligation, apart from the Biblical instruction, is placed on anybody attending the meetings of the fellowship to make a contribution.

[2 Cor 9:7]  7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

9.
COVENANT OF COMMITMENT.
We would encourage each one in fellowship to prayerfully make the following commitments:

a) Commitment to the Person of Christ.
b) Commitment to the Body of Christ.
c) Commitment to the Work of Christ.
The following is an example of the personal commitment that those in fellowship at Evangelical Christian Fellowship should live out.

PERSONAL COMMITMENT.
I commit to love my Christian family, and seek to help others to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I will put away all bitterness, anger and evil speaking. I will be kind to others, forgiving as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven me.

I will not neglect meeting together for worship, fellowship, the ministry of the Word and service. 

I will honour the Word of God and will seek to follow those who have the responsibility to lead the fellowship.

I will pray regularly for all those in fellowship, the leaders and the work of Evangelical Christian Fellowship.

I will be a good steward of all that God has given me, and will give financially, and otherwise, as God has prospered me, not grudgingly, or of necessity, acknowledging that God loves a cheerful giver.

I will seek to win others for Christ by sharing the Gospel in word and deed. Whenever I have the opportunity, I will do good to all people, especially to fellow believers. I will strive to carry out the commission of Christ to spread the Gospel throughout the whole world.
[image: image3.jpg]
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